
An Update on OBEN CSD’s
English Curriculum



1. Next Generation English Language Arts Standards
2. public speaking vertical articulation
3. instructional refinements
4. use of standardized test data
5. addition to program - OBHS digital book collection, 

Vernon Voice, fall drama







Implementation Timeline



District Goal #1:
Provide all students with an instructional program

that is progressive, rigorous, and relevant.

★ What am I learning?
★ Why am I learning this?
★ How do I know what good work looks like?



Key Findings
1.  Students come to the classroom with preconceptions about how the world 
works.  If their initial understanding is not engaged, they may fail to grasp the new 
concepts and information that are taught, or they may learn them for purposes of 
a test but revert to their preconceptions outside the classroom.

2.  To develop competence in an area of inquiry, students must: (a) have a deep 
foundation of factual knowledge, (b) understand facts and ideas in the context of a 
conceptual framework, and (c) organize knowledge in ways that facilitate retrieval 
and application.

3.  A “metacognitive” approach to instruction can help students learn to take 
control of their own learning by defining learning goals and monitoring their 
progress in achieving them.

How People Learn
Committee on Learning Research and Educational Practice
National Research Council











“Learning is not doing; it is reflecting on doing.”
Michael Fullan, The Six Secrets of Change

“There is a large difference between
learning from experience

and simply having experience.”
Lee Shulman, The Wisdom of Practice



Transferring Skills



Reader encounters trouble.

Does the reader just continue?
Does the reader stop?

Reader rereads the sentence.

Does the reader read the sentence fluently?
Does the reader recognize the new word next time?

Reader looks for help.

Does the reader look at/for an adult for help?
Does the reader look to his/her toolbox?

Reader tests the word.

Does the reader check that the word sounds right?
Does the reader check that the word makes  sense?

Reader selects a strategy.

Does the reader select an appropriate strategy?
Does the reader try multiple strategies if necessary?

Monitoring
Reading



Working in Partnerships



Celebrating Reading



Identifying and Naming Challenges



Activating Learning



Selecting from a Repertoire of Strategies



Setting Goals



Creating Checklists



4 Types of Feedback

task feedback

process feedback

self-regulation feedback

self feedback

John Hattie, Visible Learning



whisper in
drop a post it

pause & teach
proficient partner

stop & rewind 

greater
independence

Refining Scaffolds



“A personalized learning model opens up the door for students
to significantly shape what they do and how they demonstrate learning.

They have a seat at the design table, the evaluation table,
and the exhibition table.”

Bena Kallick & Allison Zmuda, Students at the Center



Increasing Book Choices





  

reviewed initial 
IDW reports w/
Fred Cohen from 
BOCES

August

  

3 - 8 data 
finalized and 
released by 
NYSED

reviewed AP 
score reports 
with AP teachers

.

September

  

reviewed 
released 
questions, WASA 
reports, and gap 
reports with 
Vernon faculty
and OBHS 7th 
and 8th grade 
teachers

October

  

Teachers review 
quarterly 
assessment data 
in 11th grade.

10th grade 
teachers give 
quarterly 
assessment. 

November

  

Teachers meet 
with supervisor 
to review all 
students who are 
struggling in 
class and/or on 
assessments.

December

  

review patterns 
in students’ 
constructed 
responses on 3 - 
8 assessments 
with 3 - 8 
teachers

11th grade 
students take the 
English Regents 
exam.

January

Using Standardized Test Data

















Responding to Questions about Theme

* **

A theme in Jabari Jumps is fear.  For 
example, Jabari says, “I think 
tomorrow might be a better day for 
jumping,” because he is scared.  Also, 
the text states, “sometimes if I feel a 
little scared, I take a deep breath and 
tell myself I am ready.” 

A theme in Jabari Jumps is that 
people can overcome their fear.  For 
example, Jabari says, “I think 
tomorrow might be a better day for 
jumping,” because he is scared.  Also, 
the text states, “sometimes if I feel a 
little scared, I take a deep breath and 
tell myself I am ready.” 

I used one word to describe a theme. I used a statement to describe a theme.

Design a Tool for Small Groups



















Fall Drama

Fall 2017
Romeo & Juliet

Fall 2018
Antigone





Questions?


