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Middle Level Update

❏ Middle Level Philosophy
❏ Social-Emotional Learning/Mental Health 

Support Initiatives
❏ Academic and Extra-Curricular Spotlight
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Middle Level Philosophy



“I’ve never run into a person who 
yearns for their middle school days.”

- jeff kinney, author of the Diary of a Wimpy Kid Series
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Middle Level Philosophy

At the Middle Level, we strive to

❏ create a safe and supportive school environment in which 
all students can be successful;

❏ provide equity, access, and excellence in our academic 
programs for all students;

❏ provide students with both sufficient challenge and 
support; and

❏ collaborate as a team to meet the academic and social-
emotional needs of all students.
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Developmentally 
Responsive
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Essential 

Attributes 

at the 

Middle 

Level

Challenging

Welcoming and 
Empowering

Equitable

Meaningful and 
engaging

Association for Middle 
Level Education



Social-Emotional Learning 
and Mental Health Support 

Initiatives



“In a socially safe and trusting 
environment, members of a school 
community are connected to each 
other in a network of support.”

-Author/Speaker Nancy Doda
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Social-Emotional Learning 
and Mental Health Support Initiatives

Middle Level students feel connected with a sense of   
belonging when they feel

❏ known by both teachers/staff and peers;
❏ cared about as students and as people; and
❏ safe from bias, bullying, ridicule or exclusion.
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10

Individual and Small-
Group Meetings with 

Support Staff
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Restorative Circles 
During Class Visits

“It was great to have conversations with kids on a deeper 
level, in a safe classroom environment.  I look forward to 

seeing the impact this activity has on the students.”

- Kelli-Ann Boeschen, Family & Consumer Sciences



12

Support Staff “Pop-Ins” 
for Curriculum-Themed 

Social-Emotional 
Learning Discussions

emotions

leadership

confidence

communication

adversity
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“I Was Caught Being Kind” 
Kindness Award

“Making a Difference -
Leading the Way” 
Leadership Award “Alex is always a leader in class 

discussions and encouraging 
others to think deeply.”
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No Place for Hate Program 
and Student Committee
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Town Hall Meeting & 
Student Survey
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Lunchtime Activities:
Student-Choice 

Activities, 
Virtual Assemblies, 
Support Staff Visits
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“Smiling under Our Masks” 
Campaign
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Academic and Extra-Curricular 
Spotlight



“Students are more likely to engage 
in healthy behaviors and succeed 

academically when they feel 
connected to school.”
- Authors Adena Klem and James Connell
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Academic and Extra-Curricular Spotlight
Goals

❏ empowering all students to achieve                         
excellence

❏ engaging students in meaningful learning
❏ making interdisciplinary connections and offering 

opportunities for student choice
❏ building relationships and fostering a safe, positive 

learning environment
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“Student of the Month”
Award
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National Junior 
Honor Society

leadership character

citizenship
scholarship

service
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Middle Level Clubs
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Academic Spotlight: English
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Academic Spotlight: English
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Academic Spotlight:Science
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Academic Spotlight: Technology                              
and Family & Consumer Sciences
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Upcoming Events:
Science Fair
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Upcoming Events:
Geography Bee
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Upcoming Events:
Virtual Music 
Performances
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“Spread Some 
Love”

Campaign



Thank You!


